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GOMMENTS ON HUNGARIAN AMNESTY DECREE

.

On the fifth anniversary of Hungary's liberation by the Red Army, the Hun-
garian government issued a decree of amnesty. The decree arcused great interest
among the Hungarian emigres living in Paris. '

Paragraph one of the decree guarantees amnesty to all who "were sentenced
to onme ycar in prison for political crimes committed prior to 4 April 1950."
v Apparently, persons who have been glven such sentences are no longer in t¢he Hun-
garian prisons. Paragraph six reduces by one-half all sentences of 10 years
for crimes committed during the German occupation.

The amnesty does not apply to individuals who have heen deprived of their
citizenship. Persons who &id not comply with an order to return to Hungary and
have thus lost their citizenship are, therefore, excepted from the amnesty.

The Hungarian government apparently wishes to accomplish two principal aims
with this decree. First, all governments behind the Iron Curtain sre interested
in weakenirg emigration centers in Western Europe and the US. Second, the Hun-
gerian government believes that among the returning emigres there will be excel-
lent propagandists who can be used against the Western democracies.

It is undeniable that the.majority of the emigres are in a precarious situ-
ation. Because of unemployment, most of the Western countries issue but few
labor permits to foreigners. Those emigres who alect to return to Hungary will,
therefore, paint an unfavorable picture of life in the Wesiern countries.

The Hungarian government is alsé speculating on weariness. Thousands of
refugees have been moved from cemp ‘o camp and have lost hope of finding peima-
nent. employment. By returning to Hungary, these people hope to find work and
a roof over their heads.

A Hungarian newspaperman mede inquiries at the Hungarian legation in Paris
regarding the details of repatriation. The legation employee who recéived him - '
told him that no orders had been received as yet, but that special trains will -
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probably be used. The newspaperman was also told that in Budapest a Stak-
hanovite earns from 1,000 to 2,000 for! s a veek and an unskilled laborer
approximately 200 forints, the equivalt.t of 12,000 francs, and. that on this
sum one can live better than on 30,000 francs in France.

The most important liberal newspapers in Europe, as for example those of
Switzerland, have published “he eppeals of the Hungarian legations and have
commented favorably on the advantageous amnesty and deteils of the repatria-
tion. Noue of these Western nevspapers made any comment on'the contradiction
between the urgent appeal to return to Hungary and the fact that the frontiers
¢? the country are hermetically sealed to those Hungarians who wish to leave it.
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